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MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD 
BENTON BAKER, PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
MINUTES 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 02, 2004 
 
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD CONVENED AT 12:05PM ON 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 02, 2004, IN THE COMMISSIONERS COURT ROOM OF THE 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 301 NORTH 
THOMPSON,CONROE, TEXAS. 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER    
 

Benton Baker, Presiding Officer called the meeting to order at 12:05pm 
 

B. ROLL CALL 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Benton Baker, Presiding Officer, Defense Attorney’s Representative 
Les French, Surety Representative 
Darin Bailey, Designee for County Clerk 
Judge Lanny Moriarty, Justice of Peace, Pct. 1 
Judge Mary Ann Turner, County Court at Law # 4 
Barbara Adamick, District Clerk 
Judge James Cates, City of Conroe Municipal Court 
Capt. Robert Green, Designee for Sheriff 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Stacey Mooring, Vice Presiding Officer, Designee for District Attorney 
Judge Michael Mayes, 410th District Court 
Martha Gustavsen, County Treasurer 
Vanita Buchanan, County Judge’s Designee 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 
Cara Wood, Legal Counsel 
Jan Avery, Bail Bond Administrator 
 

 Presiding Officer Benton Baker declared a quorum present. 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
There was no public comment. 

 
D. READ AND APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 04, 2004. 
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Motion to approve the minutes of the November 04, 2004 meeting was 
made by Darin Bailey.  Captain Robert Green seconded the motion and 
the motion passed. 

 
E. TREASURER 

 
Martha Gustavsen was absent from the meeting so Jan Avery presented 
the Treasurer’s Report.  The collateral in the Treasurer’s office is 
$2,873,386.30. The $211,685.25 is still the amount of collateral held for 
expired licensees but a copy of the resolution and letters have been 
sent out on several items. The Texpool balance as of October 31, 2004 is 
$66,559.85, we have not received the November statement in yet but it 
will only reflect a minimal change due to interest. Barbara Adamick 
made the motion for the Treasurers report to be accepted, Judge James 
Cates seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
 

F. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

Jan Avery gave a brief summary on Bond forfeitures and the schedule in 
the packet.  Since the time the letters were sent out to bond companies 
licensed in Montgomery and not licensed in Montgomery County  with 
bond forfeitures on November 2, 2004, over $30,000.00 has been paid 
against them  We still have the additional $28,000 that we will be taken  
from collateral to pay forfeitures on expired licensees. Jan prepared 
the resolutions for these as well as the resolution for the release of 
Bankers Insurance Certificate of Deposit.  A copy of these resolutions 
are in the books and also a copy of the letters sent to the banks 
requesting partial release to the County Treasurer for payment of bond 
forfeitures from CD’s on file for expired licensees. Jan asked if there 
were any comments or questions on the schedule that she had prepared 
for Bond forfeitures.  Les French brought up Attorney bond forfeitures 
and said he wasn’t sure where we had left that at the last meeting.  
Presiding Officer, Benton Baker made the comment that since the last 
meeting he has found out in his Criminal Defense meeting that 
attorneys acting as bond sureties and posting bonds are subject to the 
forfeiture rules .Letters had not been sent out to attorneys prior to this 
on Bond forfeitures due to the Bail Bond Boards question about it’s 
authority in the matter.  Cara Wood agreed that attorneys also have to 
comply with the rules of Occupations Code 1704.  Jan will send letters 
out to attorneys with outstanding Bond forfeitures if that has not been 
done yet.  
 
The Bail Bond Administrator presented the Board with an Election 
Registry and Election Ballot for the 2005 election of a Surety 
Representative to the Board. The next meeting is January 6th and it was 
decided that the election would take place, January 3rd, 4th and 5th at 
Election Central and conducted by the Montgomery County Elections 
administrator, Carol Chedsey.   The winner of the election will be 
announced at the January 6th 2005 meeting. A motion was made by 



 

Page 3 of 4 

Barbara Adamick to approve the Election Registry and the Election 
Ballot.  The motion was seconded by Judge Lanny Moriarty, the motion 
passed. 
 

G. PRESIDING OFFICER: 
 
1. Review and approve an amendment to the license of Betty dba 

Montgomery County Bail Bonds changing her name to Betty’s Bail 
Bonds as of January 1, 2005.  J 

 
2. Jan confirmed that Allegheny who Betty Self is a licensee of had 

no problem and has provided a Power of Attorney for Betty Self 
dba Betty’s Bail Bonds.  Darin Bailey called the County Clerks 
office and confirmed that as of October 26, 2004 a new dba was 
on file for her reflecting the new name.  Roger Moore who 
represents Allegheny stated that Betty’s Bail Bond is backed by 
Allegheny.  Benton Baker made the motion to approve the 
amendment to Betty Self’s license as of January 1,2005, Captain 
Robert Green seconded the motion, the motion passed. 

 
Review and discuss the complaint against Bob Gold dba AAAA Betterway 
Bail Bonds, received by the Administrator on November 01, 2004.  
Determine if a hearing should be held on suspension or revocation of the 
license held by Bob Gold dba AAAA Betterway Bail Bonds.   
 
Benton Baker said a copy of the complaint as well as a follow up 
investigation was in each Board Member’s book, and asked that 
everyone take a minute to review it before discussions.  Les French said 
that 2 people in the Sheriff’s Dept. as well as an employee witnessed 
the solicitation.  He also has access to video and audio from the jail 
lobby. After much discussion Capt Robert Green made an amended 
motion for the Board to conduct further investigation, including 
interviewing the witnesses and getting sworn statements, obtaining and 
viewing the video and audio tapes.  The findings of all will be reported 
at the February 3, 2005 meeting.  It would be determined at that time 
whether or not a hearing would be scheduled. Judge Mary Ann Turner 
seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
 
Review and if appropriate approve the release of CD#086-90001884 for 
Nobel Insurance Company in the amount of $10, 490.72. 
 
Jan said that after further research she found that there is an 
outstanding balance for Martin Halick A-Rapid Bail Bonds (Nobel 
Insurance) on the Sheriff’s screen.  She would like to pursue this and 
pass on this issue at this meeting.   
 

H. SURETY REPRESENTATIVE  
 

Surety to Surrender Hearings 
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This issue was passed on since it was determined this was not an issue 
for Bail Bond Board but possibly the Board of Judges. 
 
Court Appointments for Attorney’s 
 
Les said there was a problem finding out who the Attorney of Record is 
(Court appointed) on a Surrender to Surety.  Geneveve Perez is the 
coodinator on this.  Presiding Officer Benton Baker suggested that he 
and Les French get together to work out a system that would benefit 
all. 
 
Cash Bonds 
 
Les French wanted to know on first time offenders and specifically drug 
cases does the judge have the right to set not only the amount of bond 
but also how the bond will be accepted.  After brief discussion this was 
determined to be an issue for the Board of Judges as well and does not 
come under Bail Bond Board’s direction. 
 
Captain Robert Green made the motion for the meeting to adjourn, 
Barbara Adamick seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:50p.m. 

 
 


